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Dear Members,  

Spring has arrived and we 

are heading home in a 

couple of days. Hope all of 

you are fine and it sounded 

like not a real bad winter, just 

COLD. 

I am anticipating a very busy 

season for us as Lyons 

Heritage Society and the 

Peppermint Museum. I have 

been trying from here to 

create a schedule of 

activities to help celebrate 

the canal and Women’s 

Suffrage. How amazing to 

me, to be able to plan from 

here with this wonderful 

machine called a computer! 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT PEPPERMINT PATTY: 
 I am coming home to some 

good things that are or have 

been happening! 

You had a WONDERFUL( I 

heard) April meeting with 

Walt Gable along with the 

movie in March to “kick off” 

our salute to the Centennial 

of NYS Women’s Suffrage. 

We will continue with 

activities emphasizing that! 

Very much looking forward to 

the Suffrage Tea Party in 

June! Carol Agnew and her 

committee have been 

working hard to make sure 

plans are in place for June 

10th.  
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I look forward to our 

Gardening/ Cleaning meeting 

on May 20th; hopefully many 

of you can make that! I have 

heard the flowers were 

beautiful, but I am sure there 

is a lot of work to do around 

and in the building.  

Our new website is up and 

running and I hope many of 

you have checked it out! 

THANKS to all of you who 

work hard for the success of 

Lyons Heritage Society! 

See you soon! 

Patty 

 

  

 
 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS: 

May 20 – GARDENING/CLEANING DAY AT THE  HOTCHKISS 

JUNE 10- LHS SUFFRAGE TEA PARTY 

JUNE 17-18 – OPEN HOUSE for the PEPPERMINT MUSEUM with new exhibits( Suffrage and Erie 

Canal) 

JULY 11 –‘CYCING THE ERIE” , PEPPERMINT MUSEUM  HOSTS CYCLISTS- TOURS AND WATER 

STOP 

JULY15-16 – PEPPERMINT DAYS: PARADE, PARK, TOURS 

JULY 18-VOTE TILLA visits the PEPPERMINT MUSEUM 

 
 

SPRING at the HOTCHKISS 

BUILDING!  

Thank you, Garden Angels!! 
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SUFFRAGETTE TEA  PARTY 

Lyons Heritage Society cordially invites you to a Suffragette Centennial Tea Party on 

Saturday, June 10th from 2-4 P.M. to celebrate the women’s right to vote in New York 

State. Tea will be served at the Grace Episcopal Parish House on the corner of Route 

14 and Lawrence St. in Lyons.  If you would like to dress for the occasion, purple, 

white and gold are the traditional suffragette colors, and vintage dress is also welcome 

(circa 1917). 

A variety of sandwiches, desserts and teas will be served.  Tickets, at $10 per 

person, must be reserved by calling Carol Agnew at 315-359-0698.  They will be 

available for pick-up at the door.  All are welcome to come! 

It was March 20th, 2017 a cold, 

windy winter evening in 

upstate New York.  I braved 

the cold and wind to see “Iron 

Jawed Angels” at the Lyons 

Public Library at a Lyons 

Heritage Society meeting.  It is 

a 2004 historical drama about 

the bravery and hardships of 

Alice Paul and her friend Lucy 

Burns as well as many others 

to win the right to vote for 

women.   

They held parades, walked 
through the streets and stood 
at attention at the White 
House enduring wind, snow 

storms, rain and cold.  They 

were hit with bottles, stones 

and everything you can 

imagine suffering cuts, 

bruises. They stood there 
when President Woodrow 

Wilson and Mrs. Wilson drove 

through the gates.  They stood 

there night and day, week after 

week.  They earned the respect 

of all who saw them.  They had 

  “IRON JAWED ANGELS” by Sandy Wetmore 

                                A Movie Review 

signs.  These “Silent Sentinels” 

questioned President Wilson.  

“Mr. President - What will you 

do for women’s suffrage?”  

Harassed and finally arrested 

they were sent to a Workhouse 

in Virginia.  Alice Paul began 

a hunger strike and was 

placed in solitary confinement.  
Force fed through tubes and 
an asylum she never gave up 

or backed down.  They were 
finally freed to a cheering 

crowd.  Many of them were on 

stretchers and using crutches. 

Due in many ways to the  
growing political storm 

President Wilson announced 

his support for the 

suffragettes. 

They faced many difficult days 

and weeks and months of hard 
work until the 19th amendment 

was finally passed.  At the end 

there was one state that finally 
voted for it they needed, when 

a mother sent a note to her son 

and told him to vote yes.  He did.  
You will have to watch the movie 

to see what state. 

This is a great movie.  I will 

never step foot in a voting booth 

without remembering the hard 

work and determination from 

those brave women who 
achieved the right to vote for us 

all.  Voting is a right and 

privilege that we might not have 

had without Alice Paul and the 

many brave women. 

Thank you Alice Paul…. 
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IN MEMORY OF RITA JUSTINO 

We are SO SADDENED by the passing 

of Rita Justino.  What a WONDERFUL 

and person and LHS member she was! 

Very supportive and especially active 

with our Peppermint Shoppe! She will 

very much be missed.  

 
 

 

Walt Gable Visits US! 

At the April 2017 

Lyons Heritage 

Society, was blessed 

with the presence of 

Seneca County 

Historian, Walt Gable. 

The former Social 

Studies teacher 

entertained 

approximately 30 

members and guests 

to an impressive 

history of the Suffrage 

Movement with 

emphasis on the 

struggle in New York 

State. Guests walked 

away inspired by his 

lecture and a new 

appreciation of the 

fight for Women’s 

Rights. 

THANK YOU, WALT! 

 



Many of you know how 
difficult it was on rainy 

days to battle the puddles 
and mud to get into the 

front door of the 
Hotchkiss Building. Well, 

thanks for our wonderful 
benefactor, Arthur 

Santelli, that should no 
longer be a problem. At 

the beginning of October, 
Arthur approached Dave 
and myself and offered to 

restore the courtyard in 
the front of our museum. 

This had been on our 
minds before, but other 

parts of restoration were 

RESTORING THE COURTYARD: Mr. Arthur Santelli funds the 

restoration of the Hotchkiss Building’s piazza. 

 

 

 

more important. We 
certainly accepted his 

most generous offer and 
in October, work began. 

What an opportune time 
with fewer visitors and 

the Leach Road Bridge 
out. The original Medina 

hewn stones were 
removed and stored while 

the area was excavated. 
Then, each stone was put 
back in place in a 

diamond design with gray 
pavers framing them. This 

is an amazing 
transformation of the 

courtyard! It also will help 

tremendously with the 
drainage problem. We cannot 

thank Arthur enough for this 
wonderful improvement of 

the building.  

I personally am thinking of the 

new uses for this courtyard, for 

instance a Clothes line Art Show 

or even a small café. Whatever 

use, it is such an amazing 

accomplishment in our ongoing 

restoration of this “gem “of a 

building. 

THANKS SO MUCH, ART! 

To kick off our NYS 
Centennial Celebration of 
Suffrage, LHS is hosting, 
Seneca County Historian, 
Walt Gable. Mr. Gable is 
presenting his new program 
on Women Suffrage.  

The meeting will be at the 

Lyons Public Library at 7:00 

on November 21. A 

business meeting and 

refreshments will follow.  

TV raffle tickets will be 

available for purchase. 

Proceeds going towards a 

new website. 

Walt Gable to Present at November Meeting 

 

 

After the Lyons Heritage 

Society Board approved, 
Joan Wallis, Gehrig 

Lohrmann, Patty and 
Dave Alena attended a 
presentation in Geneva by 

a website company. 
The LHS Board voted that 

if the funds for a new 
website could be raised, 

we would hire the Geneva 
Inhouse Company to 

GRANTS RECEIVED FOR WEBSITE 

create one. Joan Wallis 
wrote two grants and was 

awarded $1500 and $2500 
toward  

the website.  In turn, 
Gehrig was able to secure 

a TV to raffle on behalf of 
funding the rest of the 

$4900 needed. Tickets 
will be sold both at the 

November meeting and at 
the WCHS Christmas 

Boutique.  

 

THANKS to Joan and 

Gehrig for their time a 
and effort on this specific 

project.   

Bill Maddock                           Dorie in the Resource Room 
as a Museum 

Docent 
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SIDE NOTE: 

In 2016, the LHS has been 

fortunate enough to receive 

grants totally over 3000 

dollars from the Hoffman 

Foundation, Boehmler 

Foundation and Rochester 

Foundation “Roc the Day”. 

underwriting this newsletter! 

PUMPKINPALOOZA PIE CONTEST 

WINNERS: 

1ST PRIZE; EDNA GANSZ 

2ND PRIZE: SHARON YONKER 

3RD PRIZE: MARIANNE ARSENEAU 
 



LYONS HERITAGE  

SOC IETY 

95 Water Street 

Box 150 

Lyons, New York 
14489   

Phone: 

(315)946-4596 

(315)879-7617 

alenap4@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

Facebook: Lyons 

Heritage Society 

 

Thanks to the following 
for their contributions 

to the LHS and its 

continued success:  

Sean Dobbins for 

underwriting this newsletter. 

Galen Historical Society for 

thinking  of us with donations 

of artifacts. 

Dorie Talbo for keeping our 

scrapbook up to date! 

Gehrig for conducting our 

meetings in my absence. 

Dave Alena for the financial  

THUMBS UP!! 

  

GRANTS  RECEIVED: Editor’s Note 

LYONS HERITAGE 

SOCIETY  

P.O. BOX 150 

LYONS, NEW YORK 

14489 
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This has been an opportune time to request grant funding for canal and 

suffrage activities since we are located on the Erie Canal and we are so 

close to Seneca Falls. After attending a fall conference on suffrage 

sponsored by the Cultural Heritage Network in Geneva, I was inspired to 

apply for funding. Over the winter, we received $1100 from NYS 

Humanities for a suffrage musical group and $500 from the Erie Canalway 

National Heritage Corridor for a canal- related music man. Both are 

scheduled to coordinate with our VoteTilla visit in July and our Annual 

Dinner in September. In December, we received $1500 from the Hoffman 

to use for a new exhibit in the museum on “Crate Making” and the exhibits 

on Suffrage and the Erie Canal, both I discussed in our last newsletter.    

PATTY 

 

expertise he brings to 

the society and our 

budget. 

Lyons Public Library 

for their help and 

support throughout the 

year. 

Carol Agnew, Joan 

Wallis and Pat 

Gorthy for recently 

being our Garden 

Angels. 

Carol Agnew and her 

Suffrage Tea 

Committee. 

 

 

 

Marcia Bilancini and 

Pat Gorthy for 

conducting the 

Poster/Essay Contest. 

Sandy Wetmore for 

continuing a difficult 

task as secretary and 

doing a wonderful job. 

 

Just a gentle 

reminder that the 

red dot next to 

your name means 

your 2017 dues 

are due! TY! 

http://www.lyonsheritage/

